Cobb County School District
Parent’s Guide to LEARNING

.| in 2nd Grade

LYY

LEARNING
el

The Cobb County School District is committed to providing your child an academic experience that will
develop his or her knowledge and skills at every grade-level and to ensuring a strong foundation is
established for your child to reach his or her greatest potential. Our teaching is aligned with content standards
and our teachers bring those standards to life for your child through various strategies designed to meet your
child’s learning strengths and needs.

In Cobb County classrooms, students are immersed every day in learning experiences based on exploration,
problem-solving, and critical thinking in all content areas including the core areas of English Language Arts,
Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science; and in specialized content including Health, Physical Education,
Visual Arts, Music, and Technology. Excellence in teaching guides your child’s educational experience from
Kindergarten to graduation and into life. Below is an overview of what your child will be learning this year.

Second grade students are
immersed in reading,
writing, listening, and
speaking throughout their
day. Student success in
English Language Arts in
second grade involves
fluency, accuracy, and
reading to understand.
Students enjoy a classroom
with balanced literacy expe-
riences such as small-group
and guided reading, shared
writing, reading aloud, lis-
tening, and speaking.
Students read a variety of
fiction and nonfiction texts.
Emphasis is on communicat-
ing through speaking, listen-
ing, and writing. Students
use sounds, syllables, and
phonics to decode words.
Close listening and peer
conferencing engage
students in learning.

Second grade students
continue their learning
with addition and subtrac-
tion for mathematical
fluency, measurement with
length and time, as well as
developing the concept of
multiplication. They focus
on practices that deepen
their conceptual under-
standing of number sense
and characteristics of
plane and solid figures.
Resources such as money,
rulers and base ten blocks
support the learning of the
standards to model
real-world math experi-
ences. Critical thinking
about computation and
problem-solving helps 2nd
graders deepen their
understanding of the
mathematics and the
ability to communicate
effectively.

Science in second grade
centers on a hands-on,
student-centered explora-
tion of our natural world.
Earth, Life and Physical
Science are studied
throughout the year,
giving students opportuni-
ties to build their under-
standing of core ideas
while developing scientific
skills such as conducting
investigations and analyz-
ing data. The universe,
sky, and seasons are
studied throughout the
year as students look at
seasonal change and its
effects. Finally, students
explore the properties of
matter, sources of energy,
and the life cycles of living
things.

Students become aware of
their community and the
role society plays in estab-
lishing a democracy.
America’s history is
explored and students
connect the country’s past
to its present and to their
lives. Georgia’s history is
featured including Creek
and Cherokee Native
American culture. Maps
and globes are used to
connect standards about
geography with a focus on

the topography of Georgia.

Decision-making, laws and
beliefs, community- and
society-based actions and
how they impact citizens
help students understand
the world around them.
Economic decision-making
is introduced.

PARENT TIPS: Reading

Daily reading as a family is an enjoyable and important
way to grow a love of learning. Create time to read
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' Awareness of the elements of creativity inspires 2nd graders in
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during breakfast or in the evening before bed. Share !
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Visual Arts and Music. Building on basic experiences in Music, '
students expand the use of pitch and rhythm concepts to create !
musical sentences and pentatonic melodies. Learning is deepened .
through an understanding of patterns and musical form. The Visual
your own favorite childhood books and talk about why i
the book is one you still love. Visit your local library and :
take advantage of school book fairs and literacy events. !

Arts allow students to explore formal and expressive qualities of art
and create their own works using additional art elements and design
principles. In Health, students explore personal health and safety,

By sharing what you love about reading and showing illness and disease prevention. PE gives students foundational

them how much it means to you by reading with them, knowledge of physical fitness, coordination and skill development.
students will see how important literacy is in their lives. e e e e R
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Your child will have a variety of classroom assessments that will aid his or her teacher in knowing how
to provide the best possible instruction for your child. These assessments will also help you know how
well your child is learning and what extra support may be needed. In addition, your child will participate
in some standardized assessments that are used to gauge how well your child is doing in his or her grade
level.

All students in grades K-9 participate in the universal screening process for reading and math using a
digital math inventory and a digital reading inventory. Your second grader’s progress in reading and math
will be measured three times a year using the reading inventory and math inventory online.

PARENT TIPS: Assessment

Parents can support students in easing any concern or anxiety about assessment:
e Talk with your child about any tests or assessments.
e Explain that assessment is a natural and important part of any learning. Tests help students understand their thinking better
and make improvements for better performance in the future.
e Remind your child to pay attention to the directions and to listen carefully as they are read. Encourage your child to take time
to understand the questions before selecting an answer.
e A good night’s rest is the best way to arrive focused on test day!

Remember that assessment is an important and helpful part of learning for students of all ages. Your support and involvement in
your child’s education is critical to success in school and in life. Research shows when parents play a key role in their child’s
learning, their child’s achievement excels.
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